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SENATE BI LL 5340

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Horn, Haugen and T. Shel don; by request of Governor Locke

Read first tinme 01/22/2003. Referred to Commttee on Hi ghways &
Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to nodifying the comrute trip reduction program
amending RCW 70.94.527, 82.08.0287, 82.12.0282, and 82.44.015;
repeal i ng RCW47.01. 900 and 82. 67.050; providing an effective date; and
decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW70.94.527 and 1997 ¢ 250 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Each county with a popul ati on over one hundred fifty thousand,
and each city or town within those counties containing a major enpl oyer
((shalH—by—OCctober—31,—3992-)) nay adopt by ordi nance and inplenent a
commute trip reduction plan for all major enployers. The plan shall be
developed in cooperation wth Jlocal transit agencies, regiona
transportation planning organi zati ons as established in RCW47. 80. 020,
maj or enpl oyers, and the owners of and enployers at major worksites.
The plan shall be designed to achieve reductions in the proportion of
si ngl e-occupant vehicle commute trips and the comute trip vehicle
mles travel ed per enployee by enployees of nmjor public and private
sector enployers in the jurisdiction.
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(2) Al other counties, and cities and towns in those counties, may
adopt and inplenment a comute trip reduction plan.

(3) The departnent of ecology nmay, after consultation with the
departnent of transportation, as part of the state inplenentation plan
for areas that do not attain the national anbient air quality standards
for carbon nonoxi de or ozone, require nunicipalities other than those
identified in subsection (1) of this section to adopt and i nplenent
comute trip reduction plans if the departnent determ nes that such
pl ans are necessary for attai nment of said standards.

(4) A commute trip reduction plan shall be consistent with the
gui del i nes est abl i shed under RCW 70. 94. 537 and shal |l include but is not
limted to (a) goals for reductions in the proportion of single-
occupant vehicle commute trips and the conmmute trip vehicle mles
travel ed per enpl oyee; (b) designation of commute trip reduction zones;
(c) requirenments for mmjor public and private sector enployers to
i npl ement commute trip reduction prograns; (d) a conmute trip reduction
program for enployees of the county, city, or town; (e) a review of
| ocal parking policies and ordinances as they relate to enpl oyers and
maj or worksites and any revi sions necessary to conply with commute trip
reduction goals and guidelines; (f) an appeals process by which major
enpl oyers, who as a result of special characteristics of their business
or its locations would be unable to neet the requirenents of a commute
trip reduction plan, may obtain waiver or nodification of those
requi renents; and (g) neans for determ ning base year values of the
proportion of single-occupant vehicle commute trips and the comute
trip vehicle mles travel ed per enployee and progress toward neeting
commute trip reduction plan goals on an annual basis. Goals which are
established shall take into account existing transportation demand
managenent efforts which are nmade by major enployers. Each
jurisdiction shall ensure that enployers shall receive full credit for
the results of transportation demand managenent efforts and commute
trip reduction prograns which have been i nplenented by maj or enpl oyers
prior to the base year. The goals for mles traveled per enpl oyee for
all major enployers shall not be less than a fifteen percent reduction
from the worksite base year value or the base year value for the
commute trip reduction zone in which their worksite is |ocated by
January 1, 1995, twenty percent reduction fromthe base year val ues by
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January 1, 1997, twenty-five percent reduction from the base year
val ues by January 1, 1999, and a thirty-five percent reduction fromthe
base year values by January 1, 2005.

(5 A county, city, or town nmay, as part of its comute trip
reduction plan, require commute trip reduction prograns for enployers
with ten or nore full tine enployees at major worksites in federally
desi gnated nonattai nnent areas for carbon nonoxide and ozone. The
county, city or town shall develop the progranms in cooperation with
af fected enpl oyers and provi de technical assistance to the enployers in
i npl ementi ng such prograns.

(6) The commute trip reduction plans adopted by counties, cities,
and towns under this chapter shall be consistent with and my be
incorporated in applicable state or regional transportation plans and
| ocal conprehensive plans and shall be coordinated, and consistent
with, the comute trip reduction plans of counties, cities, or towns
with which the county, city, or town has, in part, comon borders or
related regional issues. Such regional issues shall include assuring
consistency in the treatnent of enpl oyers who have worksites subject to
the requirenents of this chapter in nore than one jurisdiction.
Counties, cities, or towns adopting commute trip reduction plans may
enter into agreenents through the interlocal cooperation act or by
resol ution or ordinance as appropriate with other jurisdictions, |ocal
transit agencies, or regional transportation planning organizations to
coordi nate the devel opnment and i nplenentati on of such plans. Transit
agencies shall work with counties, cities, and tows to take into
account the |location of major enployer worksites when planning transit
service changes or the expansion of public transportation services.
Counties, cities, or towns adopting a conmute trip reduction plan shal
review it annually and revise it as necessary to be consistent with
appl i cabl e pl ans devel oped under RCW 36. 70A. 070.

(7) Each county, city, or town inplenenting a commute ¢trip
reduction program shall, within thirty days submt a summary of its
plan along with certification of adoption to the commute trip reduction
task force established under RCW 70. 94. 537.

(8 Each county, <city, or town inplenenting a commute ¢trip
reduction programshall submt an annual progress report to the commute
trip reduction task force established under RCW 70.94.537. The report
shal |l be due July 1, 1994, and each July 1st thereafter through July 1
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2006. The report shall describe progress in attaining the applicable
commute trip reduction goals for each commute trip reduction zone and
shal | highlight any probl ens being encountered in achieving the goals.
The information shall be reported in a formestablished by the commute
trip reduction task force.

(9) Any waivers or nodifications of the requirenents of a conmute
trip reduction plan granted by a jurisdiction shall be submtted for
review to the commute trip reduction task force established under RCW
70.94. 537. The commute trip reduction task force may not deny the
granting of a waiver or nodification of the requirenents of a comute
trip reduction plan by a jurisdiction but they may notify the
jurisdiction of any conmments or objections.

(10) Each county, city, or town inplenenting a comute ¢trip
reducti on programshall count commute trips elimnated through work-at -
honme options or alternate work schedul es as one and two-tenths vehicle
trips elimnated for the purpose of neeting trip reduction goals.

(11) Each county, city, or town inplenenting a commute trip
reduction program shall ensure that enployers that have nodified their
enpl oyees’ work schedules so that sone or all enployees are not
scheduled to arrive at work between 6:00 am and 9:00 a.m are
provided credit when calculating single-occupancy vehicle use and
vehicle mles traveled at that worksite. This credit shall be awarded
if inplementation of the schedul e change was an identified elenent in
that worksite's approved comute trip reduction program or if the
schedul e change occurred because of inpacts associated with chapter
36. 70A RCW the growth nmanagenent act.

(12) Plans inplenmented under this section shall not apply to
commute trips for seasonal agricultural enployees.

(13) Plans inplenmented under this section shall not apply to
construction worksites when the expected duration of the construction
project is less than two years.

Sec. 2. RCWB82.08.0287 and 2001 ¢ 320 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

The tax inposed by this chapter shall not apply to sales of
passenger notor vehicles which are to be used for commuter ride sharing
or ride sharing for persons with special transportation needs, as
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defined in RCW 46.74.010, if the vehicles are used as ride-sharing
vehicles for thirty-six consecutive nonths beginning fromthe date of
pur chase.

To qualify for the tax exenption, those passenger notor vehicles
with five or six passengers, including the driver, used for commuter
ri de-sharing, nmust be operated ((etther)) wthin the state's ((etght))
nine largest counties that ((are—+reguired—+te)) develop commute trip
reduction plans as directed by chapter 70.94 RCWor in other counties,
or cities and towns within those counties, that elect to adopt and
i npl ement a commute trip reduction plan. Additionally at |east one of
the followi ng conditions nmust apply: (1) The vehicle nust be operated
by a public transportation agency for the general public; or (2) the
vehi cl e nust be used by a major enployer, as defined in RCW 70. 94. 524
as an elenment of its comute trip reduction program for their
enpl oyees; or (3) the vehicle nust be owned and operated by i ndividual
enpl oyees and nust be registered either wwth the enployer as part of
its commute trip reduction program or wth a public transportation
agency serving the area where the enployees live or work. |ndividua
enpl oyee owned and operated notor vehicles will require certification
that the vehicle is registered with a major enployer or a public
transportati on agency. Maj or enployers who own and operate notor
vehicles for their enployees nust certify that the commter ride-
sharing arrangenent conforns to a carpool/vanpool elenent contained
wWithin their commute trip reduction program or used primarily for van
or car pooling purposes.

Sec. 3. RCW82.12.0282 and 2001 ¢ 320 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

The tax inposed by this chapter shall not apply with respect to the
use of passenger notor vehicles used as ride-sharing vehicles by not
|l ess than five persons, including the driver, wth a gross vehicle
wei ght not to exceed 10,000 pounds where the primary usage is for
commuter ride-sharing, as defined in RCW 46.74.010, by not |ess than
four persons including the driver when at |east two of those persons
are confined to wheelchairs when riding, or passenger notor vehicles
where the primary usage is for ride-sharing for persons with specia
transportation needs, as defined in RCW46.74.010, if the vehicles are
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used as ride-sharing vehicles for thirty-six consecutive nonths
beginning with the date of first use.

To qualify for the tax exenption, those passenger notor vehicles
with five or six passengers, including the driver, used for commuter
ri de-sharing, nmust be operated ((etther)) wthin the state's ((etght))
nine largest counties that ((are—+reguired—+te)) develop comute trip
reduction plans as directed by chapter 70.94 RCWor in other counties,
or cities and towns within those counties, that elect to adopt and
i npl ement a commute trip reduction plan. Additionally at |east one of
the follow ng conditions nmust apply: (1) The vehicle nust be operated
by a public transportation agency for the general public; or (2) the
vehicl e nust be used by a major enployer, as defined in RCW 70.94. 524
as an elenment of its comute trip reduction program for their
enpl oyees; or (3) the vehicle nust be owned and operated by i ndividual
enpl oyees and nust be registered either wwth the enployer as part of
its commute trip reduction program or wth a public transportation
agency serving the area where the enployees live or work. |ndividua
enpl oyee owned and operated notor vehicles will require certification
that the vehicle is registered with a mjor enployer or a public
transportati on agency. Maj or enployers who own and operate notor
vehicles for their enployees nust certify that the commuter ride-
sharing arrangenent conforns to a carpool/vanpool elenent contained
wWithin their commute trip reduction program or used primarily for van
or car pooling purposes.

Sec. 4. RCW82.44.015 and 1996 c 244 s 7 are each anended to read
as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter, in addition to the exclusions
under RCW 82.44.010, "notor vehicle" shall not include passenger notor
vehicles used primarily for commuter ride sharing and ride sharing for
persons with special transportation needs, as defined in RCW46. 74. 010.
The registered owner of one of these vehicles shall notify the
departnent of licensing upon termnation of primary use of the vehicle
in comuter ride sharing or ride sharing for persons wth special
transportation needs and shall be liable for the tax inposed by this
chapter, prorated on the remaining nonths for which the vehicle is
i censed.
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To qualify for the tax exenption, those passenger notor vehicles
with five or six passengers, including the driver, used for comuter
ri de-sharing, nust be operated ((etther)) wthin the state's ((etght))
nine largest counties that ((are—+reguired—+te)) develop comute trip
reduction plans as directed by chapter 70.94 RCWor in other counties,
or cities and towns within those counties, that elect to adopt and
i npl ement a commute trip reduction plan. Additionally at |east one of
the followi ng conditions nmust apply: (1) The vehicle nust be operated
by a public transportation agency for the general public; or (2) the
vehicl e nust be used by a major enployer, as defined in RCW 70.94. 524
as an elenment of its comute trip reduction program for their
enpl oyees; or (3) the vehicle nust be owned and operated by i ndividual
enpl oyees and nust be registered either wwth the enployer as part of
its commute trip reduction program or wth a public transportation
agency serving the area where the enployees live or work. |ndividua
enpl oyee owned and operated notor vehicles will require certification
that the vehicle is registered with a major enployer or a public
transportati on agency. Maj or enployers who own and operate notor
vehicles for their enployees nust certify that the commter ride-
sharing arrangenent conforns to a carpool/vanpool elenent contained
wWithin their commute trip reduction program or used primarily for van
or car pooling purposes.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. The follow ng acts or parts of acts are each
r epeal ed:

(1) RCW 47.01.900 (Commute trip reduction program-Transfer from
state energy office--References to director or state energy office) and
1998 ¢ 245 s 93 & 1996 ¢ 186 s 301; and

(2) RCW 82.67.050 (Conmmute trip reduction task force report) and
2002 ¢ 203 s 6.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
July 1, 200S3.

~-- END ---
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